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Rep. Nan Hayworth faces tougher race in redistricting plans

By Brian Tumulty 

12:50 AM, Mar. 2, 2012 

WASHINGTON — New York’s freshman House members would face tough re-election races under separate congressional maps proposed by the Assembly and state Senate.

The Assembly plan would make it much tougher for Republican Reps. Nan Hayworth of Bedford and Ann Marie Buerkle of Onondaga Hill to win re-election, giving them new areas that lean Democratic and taking away communities that lean Republican.

Hayworth’s spokesman, Terence Michos, said that before Hayworth would comment, “we’d like to see something tangible to assess.” Buerkle cautioned that both plans are being reviewed by a federal magistrate.

The state loses two of its 29 congressional districts next year because New York’s population grew slower than that of other parts of the nation over the past decade. Fast-growing states such as Texas will get additional House seats in the next Congress.

The Assembly and state Senate, unable to agree on new boundaries, were ordered by a federal court in Brooklyn to submit their proposed maps by midnight Wednesday. Both competing maps would carve up the district represented by retiring Rep. Maurice Hinchey, D-Hurley, which covers part of the mid-Hudson Valley and stretches west to Binghamton and Ithaca.

But the plans differ on carving up a second district. The Democratic-led Assembly would have veteran Democratic Rep. Joe Crowley and freshman Republican Rep. Bob Turner face off in the same Queens district in November. The GOP-led Senate would put two Nassau County Democrats, Reps. Gary Ackerman and Carolyn McCarthy, in the same redrawn district, meaning Democrats would have to sacrifice both seats lost to redistricting.

The court has appointed a magistrate as special master to draw final boundary lines by March 12. That’s only days prior to March 20, when candidates begin gathering voter petitions to qualify for the June 26 congressional primary. Though New York traditionally holds primaries in September, courts moved up the date to June to allow time to mail ballots to military service members and other residents living overseas. That’s why there’s an urgency to complete the district lines this month.

Magistrate Roanne Mann is required to consider the benefits of keeping communities intact and protecting minority voting rights. She is not required to consider where incumbents live, but she can give weight to the plans submitted by the Legislature or to competing plans submitted by good-government groups.

The Assembly plan is notable because it targets Hayworth and Buerkle, while giving areas that are more Republican to GOP freshmen Tom Reed of Corning and Chris Gibson of Kinderhook. Hayworth and Buerkle would pick up the new Democratic-leaning areas carved from the district represented by Hinchey.

Hayworth has five Democrats vying to challenge her in the November election, but the new maps would reduce that field. Both maps would give Hayworth all of Putnam County, which is the heart of the current district, and let her keep part of northern Westchester.

Democrat Richard Becker of Cortlandt no longer would live in the district under either map. Becker said Thursday that he and his wife are prepared to move to continue living in Hayworth’s district.

“There’s nothing official out yet,” Becker said. “We just want to stay ahead. We’re not backing away, and this doesn’t change anything.”

Wappingers Falls Mayor Matt Alexander, another Democratic challenger, would stay a resident of the congressional district under both maps, but Times Square street vendor Duane Jackson of Buchanan would not live in the redrawn district under either plan.

Tuxedo Park Mayor Tom Wilson, another Democratic challenger, would continue to live in the district under the state Senate plan but not under the Assembly plan.

The Assembly map would give Hayworth all of Dutchess County, including the heavily Democratic City of Poughkeepsie represented by Hinchey. It would cut much of Republican-leaning Orange County from her district, giving it to Gibson and leaving her with the Democratic-leaning City of Newburgh along the Hudson River. Hayworth also would pick up part of Ulster County, including the river City of Kingston.

The state Senate map would keep all of Orange County in Hayworth’s district. She would keep only a small part of southern Dutchess. Gibson would keep much of northern and central Dutchess under the Senate plan.

Under the state Senate plan, Democrat Joel Tyner of Dutchess would continue to run against Gibson. Under the Assembly plan, he would find himself in Hayworth’s district, in which case he said he’s not certain he would run against his fellow Democratic challengers.

“I’m not keen on primarying Matt Alexander or Dr. Richard Becker,” Tyner said Thursday. “They are both good guys and fairly progressive.”

All of Rockland County would be part of veteran Democratic Rep. Eliot Engel’s Bronx-based district under both plans. Both also call for the district to continue to cover the northwest Bronx and parts of Yonkers along the Hudson River. The state Senate plan appears to keep a wider swath of the district in the Bronx. Engel, who lives in the Riverdale section of the Bronx, would not have to move.

Rep. Nita Lowey’s Westchester County-based district would pick up more of the county under both plans, including Cortlandt and Peekskill. The Assembly plan also would give Lowey, D-Harrison, the Village of Mount Kisco, Pound Ridge and Lewisboro.

Hayworth does not live within the boundaries of the village but has a Mount Kisco mailing address. She lives in the Town of Bedford, which would be at the southern end of the congressional district under both plans.
Journal News        Page 1 of 2

